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  Friday   3/8 No Assembly  

     Year 6 Interschool Sport Cancelled 
     6BS, 6CI & ½ 6CW Excursion ς Robert Bosch Australia 

     Last Day for Canteen Special Pie Day Lunch ς No later than 4.00pm 

  Friday  10/8 Year 6 Interschool Sport Cancelled 

     6MV, 6TV & ½ 6CW Excursion ς Robert Bosch Australia 

     Year 3 & 4 Assembly ς 2.40pm in Gym 

  Tuesday  14/8 ICAS Mathematics 

  Wednesday 15/8 Prep Activity ς Dance Around the World at TMPS 

  Thursday 16/8 Parent/Teacher Interview Registrations Open at 8.00am 

  Friday  17/8 Prep, 1 & 2 Assembly ς 2.40pm in Gym 

  Monday  20/8 District Athletics Carnival ς Years 4 ς 6 

  Tuesday  21/8 Canteen Special Lunch ς Pie Day ς No other lunch orders on this day 

     Footy Dress Up Day ς Gold Coin Donation 

     School Council Meeting ς 7.30pm in Staffroom  Finance 7.00pm 

  Wednesday 22/8 3IW & 3RA Activity ς Write Away With Me at TMPS 

  Monday  27/8 FathersΩ Day Stall 

  Thursday 23/8 3AS, 3AY & 3SP Activity ς Write Away With Me at TMPS 

     Year 3 & 5 Singing Concert 

  Tue ς Fri           28-31/8 Year 5 Camp ς Ballarat/Sovereign Hill Log Cabin Camp, Creswick 

  Tuesday  28/8 FathersΩ Day Stall ς Second Chance to buy  

  Wednesday 29/8 Prep Write Away With Me Story Telling Workshop at TMPS 

  Friday  31/8 Year 3 & 4 Assembly ς 2.40pm in Gym 

  Thursday 6/9 Parent / Teacher Interview Registrations Close at 3.30pm 

  Friday  7/9 Year 5 & 6 Assembly ς 2.40pm in Gym 

  Monday  10/9 Parent / Teacher Interviews 

  Tuesday  11/9 Parent / Teacher Interviews 

  Thursday 13/9 5TG, 5JR & ½ 5MR Excursion ς Coal Creek 

  Friday   14/9 Prep, 1 & 2 Assembly ς 2.40pm in Gym 

     Last Day for Kids Art Calendar orders ς Details to be provided next week 

  Monday  17/9 2WR, 2SS & ½ 2TP Excursion ς ACMI 

  Tuesday  18/9 2DF, 2KS & ½ 2TP Excursion ς ACMI 

     School Council Meeting ς 7.30pm in Staffroom  Finance 7.00pm 

  Friday  21/9 Whole School Assembly ς 9.00am in Gym 

     Last Day of Term 3 ς School finishes at 2.30pm on this day 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dali Experimental Primary School Visit 

On Monday and Tuesday of this week our school was fortunate to host a visit from 40 students and staff from Dali 

Experimental Primary School in China. It was a great opportunity for our staff and students to share and learn from 

the Dali visitors, as well as show-casing the features of our school. 

 

Parent Opinion Survey 

A random sample of parents will receive an invitation to participate in a Parent Opinion Survey about our school. I 

encourage parents who receive the survey to participate. 

J

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

http://www.tmps.vic.edu.au/


 

2019 Enrolments 

A request to families who intend to enrol a new student at Thomas Mitchell in 2019 to do so as soon as possible. 

 

Special Football Dress Up Day ς Tuesday 21st August 

On this day, everyone is invited to dress in their favourite football colours to support one of our favourite charities ς 

State Schools Relief. Students will need to bring a gold coin donation if they dress up.  

 

The canteen is also holding a Special Pie Lunch on this day. There will be no other lunch orders on this day.  

 

Staff News 

We welcome our new school nurse ς Robyn White who started on Monday. 

 

John Hurley 

Principal 

 

 

Welcome to Himandee Nanayakkara (3IW) , who commenced at  

                          Thomas Mitchell this week.  

 

 

  NOTICES SENT HOME THIS WEEK 

 

 Year 3 Activity ς Write Away with Me Writing Workshop 

 Year 5 Camp ς Last Minute Reminders/Medical Form/Clothing List 

 Year 4 Camp Payment Plans 

  

 

 

Working With Children Check 
A reminder to all parents (and grandparents) about the need for all 

people who help in the classroom, on excursions and camps or any other 

times when adults are with children, they require a Working With 

Children Check. These can be obtained by logging on to the Department 

of Justice website www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au  

Please remember to nominate Thomas Mitchell as one of your 

organisations when applying.  If you have any problems please contact 

the office.  

 

 

 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/


2018 Parent Opinion Survey  
 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an 

annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly 

selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ perceptions of school 

climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct 

future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

!ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ол ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ survey. All responses to the 

survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from today until Friday 24th August. 
 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient 

time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be 

available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), 

Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.  

Please let us know if you need assistance or require more information. 
 

Tracey Etherington 

Business Manager 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parent /Teacher interviews will be held this term on Monday 10th September and Tuesday 11th September. The 

registration window to book these interviews through your Sentral Portal page opens on Thursday 16th August at 

8am and closes on Thursday 6th September at 3.30pm. To login and book an interview time, please use your 

username and password that you created when you registered. For all enquiries regarding the Sentral Parent Portal 

page, please contact the school office at your earliest convenience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a link to help you access the Parent Portal page. 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 

 

 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login


School Notification to Parents of 

Unexplained Absences 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƴƻǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ Ψ!Řǳƭǘ !Ω ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘκǊŜƴ ƛǎ 

absent from school without an explanation.  This notification may be sent to you via email, or via SMS if you chose 

ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘκŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ 

 

9ŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ όǾƛŀ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ tƻǎǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘύ ƭŀǎǘ 

term.  If you have not already done so, please return this information to the school office urgently.  Communication 

with you relies on your contact information being up to date. 

 

If your child is away from school on any usual school day please contact us prior to 9.00am using any of the following 

methods: 

 

Phone the school on 03 9706 2254Σ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ΨмΩ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 

of absence and a return phone number.  It is important that you speak clearly and slowly so the message records  

accurately. 

 

Sentral Portal   https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 

Email to school thomas.mitchell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

You will be asked for a reason why your child is absent and this will be documented on their school attendance 

record as an approved absence.   

 

 

¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  If you have any feedback about this process please contact us at 

school. 

 

Tracey Etherington 

Business Manager 

 

Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop will be open during Term 3 on the following days: 
 

Every Tuesday afternoon between 3.00pm to 4.00pm: 
 

7th, 14th, 21st & 28th August 

4th, 11th & 18th September 

Every Friday morning between 8.30am to 9.30am: 
 

3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st August 

7th, 14th & 21st September 

 
 

Canteen Special Pie Lunch Day 
The canteen will be holding a Special Pie Lunch Day on Tuesday 21st August. Order forms were sent home last week. 

All orders and money are due back at school by no later than 4.00pm tomorrow Friday, 3rd August. 

 

Online ordering is also available via the QKR App. Please note there will be no other 

lunch orders available on this day. 

 

Canteen Staff

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login
mailto:thomas.mitchell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

VCOP Competition 
Openers of the Week 

 

 

       Each week there will be a new opener. Students are encouraged to use that opener to             

start an interesting sentence and submit it via the links below. The winning sentence from 

each year level (lower and upper) will be published in the newsletter the following week. 

Students should use their knowledge of VCOP to enhance their sentences. Good Luck! 

 

The Openers for Week 2 are: 

 

Lower Years Prep, 1, 2, 3 Upper Years 4, 5, 6 
Week 2   I 

discoveredé 
Week 2  Feeling 

frightened é 

 

Scan QR Code 

 
OR click below: 

https://padlet.com/ThomasM2018/7y7hr9j2aoqu 

 
Double click anywhere on the page to add your post. 

Donôt forget to add your name and grade. 

 

Entries close on Thursday 9th August @ 5pm. 

If you have any questions please see Miss Rawlings J 

https://padlet.com/ThomasM2018/7y7hr9j2aoqu


FathersΩ Day Stall 
hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ CŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ {ǘŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ on Monday 27th August.  There will be second 

chance for children to purchase a gift on Tuesday 28th August if they forget on Monday.  

Each child will visit the stall with their class. 

 

All gifts will be $5 each ς cash only. Please bring a small bag to take gifts home.  

 

A wide variety of gifts will be available and children will have an opportunity to purchase more than one gift, once all 

classes have visited the stall.  

 

 

Footy Free Dress Day  

Tuesday 21st August 
 

In conjunction with the Canteen Special Footy Lunch Day, Tuesday 21st August ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨCƻƻǘȅ CǊŜŜ 5ǊŜǎǎ 

5ŀȅΩΦ ¢ƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƧǳƳǇŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ 

along a gold coin donation. All money raised will go to supporting State Schools Relief.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Childrenõs Book Week 
18th ς 24th August 

 
 

 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ Ǌǳƴǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ ²ŜŜƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ 

Australia. A panel of judges looks at books submitted by publishers written or illustrated by Australian authors and 

illustrators. They read all the books and then select those that are to be short-listed. The judges look mainly for literary 

quality and then decide on the winners. 

 

 Book Week celebrates and highlights the importance of reading. It is a fantastic opportunity to encourage children to 

read. Thomas Mitchell will be involved in a range of activities during Book Week. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ άCƛƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜέΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭook at and read the books during their library 

lesson, during lunchtime or before and after school. All children will vote for their favourite book and the winning book 

will be announced during the Book Week assembly on 24th August. Parents are very welcome to come in and look at 

the book display. 

 

COMPETITIONS 
Book Week Dress Up Day 
On Friday 24th August, we will hold our annual Book Week dress up day. Students are invited to dress as their 

favourite character from a book or as their favourite author. Prizes will be given to both the most creative and the 

best dressed students in each year level. 

 

Poster Competition 
Students in all year levels are also invited ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ΨCƛƴŘ 

Your Treasure. The judges are looking for the most creative entries. Entries must be submitted by Friday,  

17th August, to Room 5 (2DF). The winners will be announced at the assembly. 

  
The Book Week Committee 

 

TMPS Playgroup 
The school runs a Playgroup for 0-5 year olds each Thursday morning from 9:15am ς 10:30am during 
the school term.   We ask for a gold coin donation to participate and for parents to please bring a nut 
free snack for their child/ren.   
 
It is a great opportunity for local families and parents of children attending our school and for your 
young children to meet other children who may be joining the school in the future.  Please feel free 

to bring a friend along, or if you know someone with younger children who would like to join this group, please let 
them know. Fun activities include: playdough, painting, pasting, stories, music, singing and games.  
 

 

 

 



Sport News 
Divisional Athletics Team 

The Thomas Mitchell Athletics Team has been selected and is on display in the Gym foyer. 

They will compete at the Divisional Athletics Carnival on Monday 20th August at Knox 

Athletics Track. Congratulations and best of luck to all the athletes selected. 

 

Interschool Sport Results 27th July 

 

Basketball 

TMPS Gold  V  Mossgiel Park (Navy) 15 ς 12  TMPS Blue  V  James Cook 34 ς 18 

 

Softball 

TMPS Gold  V  Mossgiel Park (Navy) 9 ς 9   TMPS Blue  V  James Cook 11 ς 10 

 

Sofcrosse 

TMPS Gold  V  Mossgiel Park (Navy) 0 ς 9  TMPS Blue  V  James Cook 9 ς 2 

 

Volleystars 

TMPS Gold  V  Mossgiel Park (Navy) 0 ς 2  TMPS Blue  V  James Cook 0 ς 2  

 

AFL 

TMPS Gold  V  Mossgiel Park (Navy) 17 ς 31  TMPS Blue  V  James Cook 39 ς 50 

 

 

 

Student Banking ς Wednesday each school week 
This week we had a total of 63 deposits.  

 

TOKENS for rewards. Every deposit made earns a token and we endeavour to include a token for each deposit.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘŜŜƳ мл ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ǘƻƪŜƴǎ όƻǊ м ƎƻƭŘ ǘƻƪŜƴύ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǿŀǊŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 

front door for a rewards flyer or a write us a note. 

 

2018 rewards available are - Twister Handball - Glow Stick - Glitter Pens ς Heat Reactor Pencils ς Boom Handball. 

   (Secret Scratch Pad no longer available) 

 

2017 rewards available - Pencil/Tech Case, Epic Earphones, Tablet Case, Colour Change Markers, Volt Handball and 

Smiley Emoji Keyring 

 

For further information and how to get your child signed up to begin school banking please visit: 

   www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking


 
 


