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11/12 Last day for Year 6 2021 Autographed Windcheater orders
Last day for canteen orders – Re open Thursday 28th January 2021
Last day for Prepayment Forms
15/12 Year 6 Picnic in the Park – Frog Hollow Reserve
Last Day for Uniform Shop orders
16/12 Student/Teacher Meet and Greet – 11.20am to 12.30pm
17/12 Year 6 Graduation for students 6.00pm – 7.30pm via Webex
Reports sent home
18/12 Last Day of Term 4 – School finishes at 1.30pm

2021
Wednesday

27/1

Thursday
Wednesday

28/1
3/2

Book Collection Day 8.00am to 12.00pm & 2.00pm to 6.00pm
Uniform Shop Open 8.00am to 12.00pm & 2.00pm to 6.00pm
First Day of Term 1 for students in Year 1 to 6 – School resumes at 9.00am
First Day of Term 1 for Prep students – School commences at 9.00am

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected as School Captains and House Captains
for 2021:
School Captains
School Vice Captains

Shawn Sidhu
Hamza Hamdan

Layla Habib
Allison King

House Captains
Bradman
Freeman
Fraser
Perkins

Adam Aboujaber
Dilhan Sakaci
Aiyaan Ariketty
Habib Zamani

Ana Nikolic
Jacinta Giri
Ada Ali
Emmerson Hall

P the leadership they have shown throughout this difficult
I also thank our 2020 School Captains and House Captains for
year.

Thank You to the Year 6 Team
I would like to thank the Year 6 teachers for their planning of a range of activities for their students to make celebrations
that they will remember.
This is to replace the Graduation Ceremony that cannot go ahead because of COVID restrictions.

School Finish Time – Friday 18 December
A reminder to all parents that school finishes at 1.30pm on Friday 18 December, last day of Term 4.
John Hurley
Principal

Important Information about Books and Payments For 2021:
Last week, the booklet “Parent Payment Requests, Uniform Shop and Book Pack Collection Arrangements for 2021” was
sent home with each child in years Prep to 5 to give to their parent/guardian. This information pack contained options
for payments, uniform shop and book collection.
In summary, parents have the following payment options:
1. Prepay and avoid queues and wait times due to capacity limits on Book Collection Day
If you use the prepayment option your credit card payment will be processed on either 19/20 January and your
child’s books will be sent directly to their classroom, ready for their first day of school. You do not need to come
to school on the 27 January unless you require uniforms. Please return your form if taking up this option by
Friday 11 December 2020. If you miss the closing date for prepayment, we offer a Sentral prepayment facility
to prepay up until 9 Jan 2021.
2. Enter into payment arrangements – PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER
We have provided options to enter into instalment plan arrangements for families experiencing hardship. If you
would like to do so, please complete the GREEN form enclosed in the pack and return it to school by Friday 11
December. Your plans will be authorised and sent back to you as confirmation. Please note
- IF YOU ARE PAYING BY CREDIT CARD the first instalment will commence on 19/20 January 2021 and your
child/ren’s books will be delivered direct to the classroom, ready for their 1st day of school. You will not
need to come to school on the 27 January unless you require uniforms.
- If you are PAYING BY CENTREPAY and your 1st instalment commences during the week of the 11 to 15
January your child/ren’s books will be delivered direct to the classroom, ready for their 1st day of school. If
your 1st instalment commences from 18 January books will be delivered to classrooms within 2 business
days of the first instalment after school commences.
- Please note due to COVID restrictions and for security reasons we cannot accept cash or cheque payments.
- Please ensure you return the green form by Friday 11 December regardless of the method of payment, so
we may discreetly organise the plans in advance.
Please do not wait until 2021 to discuss payment plans. Due to staff being involved in other tasks there may
be a large wait if you submit in the first few days of the school year. It is both preferred and recommended
that your payment plan be submitted by Friday 11 December 2020.
3. Payments on Book Collection Day – Wednesday January 27 2021
If you are not using the prepayment, or payment instalment arrangements options above, please come along to
the school between 8.00am and 12.00noon, or 2.00pm and 6.00pm on Wednesday 27 January 2021, contribute
your payment and collect your child/ren’s books. Payment options are credit/EFT cards only.
NOTE: Due to limitations on the number of adults permitted in the building at any one time, we may have to
restrict entry and ask you to wait outside. We therefore recommend using the prepayment option.
4. If you have a credit from this year (CSEF, excursion credit or other credit):
Prepayment/Instalment Options: Any credits will be deducted from your fees prior to us processing your
prepayment or instalment plan. Details of any credits deducted will be sent in December for your information.
Please note if you do not collect your prepayment form by February 19 2021 from the office, we will securely
destroy this record of your credit card information after that date for your protection.
If you are paying on Book Collection Day: Any credits you have on account will be
discussed with you and deducted from your payment.
5. Uniform Shop/Book Collection Day times on 27 January 2021 are:
8.00am to 12noon, then 2.00pm to 6.00pm.

2021 Dates
Start of School Year
Wednesday 27 January – Student Free Day (staff only return to school)
 Parent Payment & Book Collection Day
8.00am to 12.00 noon and 2.00pm to 6.00pm
(closed between 12.00 noon and 2.00pm)
 Uniform Shop Trading (times as above)
Thursday 28 January – Official start day for all students in Years 1 to 6
Classes commence 9.00am – 3.30pm.
Wednesday 3 February
Prep classes commence 9.00am – 3.30pm.
Prep Interviews are held during Thursday 28 January to Tuesday 2 February.

2021 Term Dates
Period

Start

Finish

Term 1

Wednesday 27 January 2021
(Student Free Day)

Thursday, 1 April 2021

Students commence Thursday 28 January 2021

Term 2

Monday, 19 April 2021

Friday, 25 June 2021

Term 3

Monday, 12 July 2021

Friday, 17 September 2021

Term 4

Monday, 4 October 2021

Friday, 17 December 2021

2021 Public Holidays
8 Mar
2 Apr
3 Apr
4 Apr
5 Apr
25 Apr
14 Jun
2 Nov

Mon
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Sun
Mon
Tue

Labour Day
Good Friday
Day following Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Easter Monday
Anzac Day
Queen's Birthday
Melbourne Cup Day *

Canteen News
The last day for Canteen orders will be tomorrow, Friday 11 December. We will reopen on Thursday 28th January 2021.
We would like to wish all children and families a safe and happy Christmas break.

Tutor Learning Initiative
The 2020 school year has been an extraordinary and challenging one.
Many students spent much of Terms 2 and 3 this year learning remotely and our school, like
many across the state, has worked really hard to provide continuity of teaching and learning to
our students during this time.
During Term 4, our priority has been assisting students to readjust to on-site learning and focusing on assessing student
learning, addressing individual learning gaps and identifying those students who need extra support for their learning,
using classroom-based observation and assessments.
We know that the remote learning experience was different for every student. While some students thrived, some
students may not have engaged as fully with remote learning. For most of our students, regular high-quality teaching in
2021 will be enough to help them progress to the expected level of learning. Some students will benefit from additional
intensive learning support.
In line with this, the Victorian Government has invested $250 million in the Tutor Learning Initiative to enable schools
across Victoria to engage teachers as tutors in 2021 to support students who need extra assistance with their learning.
We are in the process of determining how this initiative is best implemented for students at our school in a way that
minimises disruptions to other learning or school activities.
By engaging additional teachers to support children with intensive learning, classroom teachers will have greater
capacity to ensure that all other students’ achievement, engagement and wellbeing needs are met, so that all students
receive the support they need in 2021.
Please note, this initiative will not replace the range of learning support programs already in place at Thomas Mitchell
PS.
Further details on the Tutor Learning Initiative and those students who will be involved in the program will be provided
at the beginning of Term 1, 2021.

Year 6 2021 Autographed Windcheaters – Last Day Tomorrow
We are offering Year 6 2021 students their own printed hooded windcheater or bomber jacket, which will be available in
NAVY only and will have the names of all year 6 students printed on the back of the windcheaters in gold.
This year our garments are being manufactured by a local supplier, Fashion Clubwear. We expect the quality of the
garments will be the same but we have the added bonus of online ordering, faster delivery and direct liason with the
manufacturer.
A separate flyer is attached to this newsletter with instructions on how to place an order online. The online shop is now
open and will close tomorrow, Friday 11 December. No late orders can be accepted.
A size chart is available online when placing your order. Please choose style and size carefully as incorrect sizes cannot
be exchanged or returned.
Estimated delivery will be no later than the end of February 2021. A 2nd and final chance order will be available in Term 1
with delivery in Term 2.

Uniform Shop
We wish to advise parents that as of the 27 January 2021, (Book Collection Day), there will
be a small price increase on uniform items due to increased prices from our supplier.
Last chance to purchase uniform at the current prices will be Tuesday 15 December or Book Collection Day, Wednesday
27 January 2021.
The Uniform Shop will be closed on Friday 18 December for stocktake. The last day for online orders will be Tuesday 15
December. Unfortunately, no orders can be taken after this day.
It will reopen on Book Collection Day, Wednesday 27 January 2021.

Chickenpox/Measles/Shingles Risk
We have a child attending our school that is at risk of serious illness if they come into
contact with chicken pox, shingles or measles. Can we please encourage parents to advise
us if their child is diagnosed with either condition so we can help minimise the risk of
infection.

Book Club – Issue 7, 2020
All orders for Issue 7 have been distributed. Thanks to the generous support of the school community, the library
received $788.00 worth of reward points. These rewards will be used to obtain some valuable resources for the library
for all the school community to enjoy.

“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island” – Walt Disney
Josie Morando,
Librarian

Library Books Due Back at School – Tomorrow, Friday 11 December
A reminder to all students that Library books are due back at school tomorrow, Friday 11 December. All books need to
be returned to TMPS.
Unreturned books may be billed to family school accounts.

Year 6 2021 Autographed Windcheater/Bomber Jacket

