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2021 Prep Information Session – 10.00am online via Webex
2021 Prep Information Session 2 – 7.00pm online via Webex
School Council Meeting
Last day for Year 6 2021 Autographed Windcheater orders
Last day for canteen orders – Re open Thursday 28th January 2021
Year 6 Picnic in the Park – Frog Hollow Reserve
Year 6 Graduation for students 6.00pm – 7.30pm via Webex
Last Day of Term 4 – School finishes at 1.30pm

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
Thank you for the way that you have quickly adjusted to our new dismissal arrangements.
These arrangements will continue for the rest of the school year, except for the last day of school – Friday 18th
December. School will finish at 1.30pm on that day.

Parking in the Drop Off and Pick Up Zones

P
Please be aware that the City of Casey will be regularly checking on parking areas around the school, making sure that
people comply with the parking signs.

Christmas Class Celebrations
Please be aware that classes will be celebrating Christmas with a range of activities. Information about how and when
this will happen will be sent to families.
Unfortunately, we can NOT share food at these celebrations.
John Hurley
Principal

Welcome to Tevita 6C who has returned to Thomas Mitchell.
P

Notices This Week
Prep to Year 5 – Parent Payment Request 2021 P(Being sent home tomorrow, Friday 4th December)
Year 6 – Frog Hollow Reserve Excursion

Information About Our Sentral Parent Portal & New APP
Recently our school has made the decision to enhance the Sentral Parent Portal by promoting use of the Sentral app.
You would already be familiar with using the Sentral Parent Portal to view reports, book interviews and
explain your child’s absences. The new Sentral communication app is a simple way of accessing the
portal from a mobile device. Using your existing Parent Portal login details, you will now be able to do
the following:
- view academic reports
- submit student absences
- message your child's classroom teacher
- view calendar events
- book parent/teacher interviews
- view school documents
- receive health centre notifications
- view newsletters
as well as receive real-time notifications and messages from the school. Over time, this mode of communication will
become a major focus.
 Please download the Sentral for Parent App (via your App store)
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Use your existing Parent Portal username and password to log in.

We encourage all families to download this App. We will be using this app to communicate with parents.
We have been using the Sentral Portal in the School for the last 3 to 4 years, however the App is new to us. Please be
patient with us as we work through any teething problems and adjust to the new system.
For those parents who have not yet created an account via the Sentral Parent Portal, please contact the office for your
unique access code.
If you have questions about using the app, or need some extra help then please browse the list of FAQs at
https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started or contact us for assistance.
Tracey Etherington
Business Manager

Year 6 2021 Autographed Windcheaters
We are offering Year 6 2021 students their own printed hooded windcheater or bomber jacket, which will be available in
NAVY only and will have the names of all year 6 students printed on the back of the windcheaters in gold.
This year our garments are being manufactured by a local supplier, Fashion Clubwear. We expect the quality of the
garments will be the same but we have the added bonus of online ordering, faster delivery and direct liason with the
manufacturer.
A separate flyer is attached to this newsletter with instructions on how to place an order online. The online shop is now
open and will close on Friday 11th December. No late orders can be accepted.
A size chart is available online when placing your order. Please choose style and size carefully as incorrect sizes cannot
be exchanged or returned.
Estimated delivery will be no later than the end of February 2021. A 2nd and final chance order
will be available in Term 1 with delivery in Term 2.

Important Information about Books and Payments For 2021:
Tomorrow the booklet “Parent Payment Requests, Uniform Shop and Book Pack Collection Arrangements for 2021” will
be sent home with each child in years Prep to 5 to give to their parent/guardian. This information pack contains options
for payments, uniform shop and book collection.
In summary, parents have the following payment options:
1. Prepay and avoid queues and wait times due to capacity limits on Book Collection Day
If you use the prepayment option your credit card payment will be processed on either 19/20 January and your
child’s books will be sent directly to their classroom, ready for their first day of school. You do not need to come
to school on the 27 January unless you require uniforms. Please return your form if taking up this option by
Friday 11 December 2020. If you miss the closing date for prepayment, we offer a Sentral prepayment facility
to prepay up until 9 Jan 2021.
2. Enter into payment arrangements – PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER
We have provided options to enter into instalment plan arrangements for families experiencing hardship. If you
would like to do so, please complete the GREEN form enclosed in the pack and return it to school by Friday 11
December. Your plans will be authorised and sent back to you as confirmation. Please note
- IF YOU ARE PAYING BY CREDIT CARD the first instalment will commence on 19/20 January 2021 and your
child/ren’s books will be delivered direct to the classroom, ready for their 1st day of school. You will not
need to come to school on the 27 January unless you require uniforms.
- If you are PAYING BY CENTREPAY and your 1st instalment commences during the week of the 11 to 15
January your child/ren’s books will be delivered direct to the classroom, ready for their 1st day of school. If
your 1st instalment commences from 18 January books will be delivered to classrooms within 2 business
days of the first instalment after school commences.
- Please note due to COVID restrictions and for security reasons we cannot accept cash or cheque payments.
- Please ensure you return the green form by Friday 11 December regardless of the method of payment, so
we may discreetly organise the plans in advance.
Please do not wait until 2021 to discuss payment plans. Due to staff being involved in other tasks there may
be a large wait if you submit in the first few days of the school year. It is both preferred and recommended
that your payment plan be submitted by Friday 11 December 2020.
3. Payments on Book Collection Day – Wednesday January 27 2021
If you are not using the prepayment, or payment instalment arrangements options above, please come along to
the school between 8.00am and 12.00noon, or 2.00pm and 6.00pm on Wednesday 27 January 2021, contribute
your payment and collect your child/ren’s books. Payment options are credit/EFT cards only.
NOTE: Due to limitations on the number of adults permitted in the building at any one time, we may have to
restrict entry and ask you to wait outside. We therefore recommend using the prepayment option.
4. If you have a credit from this year (CSEF, excursion credit or other credit):
Prepayment/Instalment Options: Any credits will be deducted from your fees prior to us processing your
prepayment or instalment plan. Details of any credits deducted will be sent in December for your information.
Please note if you do not collect your prepayment form by February 19 2021 from the office, we will securely
destroy this record of your credit card information after that date for your protection.
If you are paying on Book Collection Day: Any credits you have on account will be discussed with you and
deducted from your payment.
5. Uniform Shop/Book Collection Day times on 27 January 2021 are:
8.00am to 12noon, then 2.00pm to 6.00pm.

Year 6 Plants
Bunnings Dandenong were generous enough to donate some plants for the Year 6’s of 2020 to plant around the shade
area as our legacy for the school. 15 students from Year 6 were chosen to plant these native Australian plants and Mrs.
Cooke was kind enough to help us.
These plants are tough, and can survive extreme weather conditions, so they symbolise resilience and represent us all
getting through the challenges of this year. Everyone gardening put in a big effort, whether it was taking photos or doing
the planting. We took part in the planting, and we found it nice to leave something behind for people to remember the
Year 6’s of 2020.

By Lucki and Natasha 6E

Canteen News
The last day for Canteen orders will be Friday 11th December. We will reopen on Thursday 28th January 2021.
We would like to wish all children and families a safe and happy Christmas break.

Chickenpox/Measles/Shingles Risk
We have a child attending our school that is at risk of serious illness if they come into contact with chicken pox, shingles
or measles. Can we please encourage parents to advise us if their child is diagnosed with either condition so we can
help minimise the risk of infection.

END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS
AT THOMAS MITCHELL PRIMARY SCHOOL
December 2020
Dear Parents
Class Party
To celebrate the end of the year and all the hard work students have completed,
we will be holding individual class parties on Thursday 17th December. They will
be held outside at school.
Unfortunately as we are unable to share food this year, all students are to bring
their own lunch to eat on the day. (Note: the canteen will be closed and no lunch
orders are available.)
The class parties will be held at the same time as our Year 6 parade. The whole
school will cheer and celebrate our Year 6 class of 2020 to mark the end of their
primary school education.
Parents will not be able to attend either the class parties or the parade due to
current restrictions.

Kris Kringle Gift Exchange
In addition to our class parties, students are invited to participate in a Kris Kringle gift exchange.
Students do not have to participate in this gift exchange but it is important to note that they will
not receive a present if they do not bring one to share. Boys buy a present for a boy and girls buy
a present for a girl. The present needs to be wrapped and labelled either boy or girl. Presents are
not to exceed $5.00 and cannot be homemade food items (but boxed chocolates etc from shops
are fine if in sealed packaging).
If you have any questions about your child’s class party or gift exchange, please contact your child’s teacher at
your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely
John Hurley, Principal

Student Banking
We have been informed that Student School Banking is to be discontinued in 2021, after a decision made by the
Victorian Government.
We are disappointed for our students who found the banking program a great way to save their ‘pocket money’ and
develop financial literacy. At this point, student bank accounts established through the school banking program with
the Commonwealth Bank are still active and deposits can be made directly at a CBA branch. I am sure the bank will be
communicating with you about future arrangements, but in the meantime, you are able to contact the School Banking
Helpdesk on 1800 674 496 or visit your local CBA branch.
In view of this announcement, it is opportune and indeed necessary, to recognise and thank the small group of
dedicated, volunteer parents who committed their time on a Wednesday morning to collect bank books and manage
the deposit transactions. Your good humour and willingness to assist us each week has been invaluable!
Thanks to Jackie, Rita, Amy and Belinda.
Tracey Etherington
Business Manager

Premiers’ Reading Challenge Winners 2020
Congratulations to the 56 students who completed the Challenge. Every student received a certificate from
the Victorian Premier and a prize from TMPS library for completing the Challenge.
All students in year 6 who completed the Challenge received an extra special prize for their efforts. A raffle
was held for the remaining students to win some additional prizes.
Students listed below were the lucky winners in the raffle.
PREP
Aaminah

Janidu

Daria

Isabella

YEAR 1
Anniya

Thasith

Jalana

Hariyayaan

YEAR 2
Dilie

Bobby

Zachary

Alexandru

Dania

YEAR 3
Rustam
YEAR 4
Sethmi
YEAR 5
Cherina

Norah

“Not all readers are leaders, but all leaders are readers.”
- Harry S. Truman

Josie Morando
Librarian

Year 6 2021 Autographed Windcheater/Bomber Jacket

