T

THOMAS MITCHELL WEEKLY
Web Site: http://www.tmps.vic.edu.au/

THOMAS MITCHELL DRIVE, ENDEAVOUR HILLS.
Issue No. 13

☺

Monday
Tuesday
Monday
Tuesday

25/5
26/5
8/6
9/6

PH. 9706 2254
May 14th 2020

Student Free Day
Prep, Year 1 & Year 2 students return to school
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – Students do not attend school
Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students return to school

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,
We are looking forward to our return to onsite schooling.
You will have received an important letter sent to all parents earlier this week giving you some information
about returning to onsite schooling.
Early next week I will be sending another notice to all families giving you more detail about how we are going
to be working so that we maintain the safety of everyone, students, parents and staff.
Please be sure you follow the advice we send you next week.
John Hurley
Principal

SkoolBag App - Officially Launched
Our app “SkoolBag” has officially been launched to our school community. We are delighted to see that lots
of families have already download the app and taken advantage of the updates we have been uploading.
It is a free download available through the Apple App store/ Google Play store. Instructions on how to download can be
found on our web page http://www.tmps.vic.edu.au/parents/177/

In this remote learning environment, this app will be particularly useful to our Thomas Mitchell families to
access and receive instant communications including on line learning, transitioning to returning to school and
information such as notices, events and activities held throughout the year.
To assist our families and students who come from a home
where a language other than English is spoken, the app also
offers a link to a multi-language app which works in
conjunction with SkoolBag and converts the documentation
into the selected language you have chosen.
Once you have followed the instructions to download the
app, please take one extra step and select the tab
“Groups” and add your child’s year level. Once you have
done this our administrator will then approve your request
to join the year level group. You will then be able to view
the year level content and receive notifications each time
there has been an update. Please note that each year level
has restricted access, the content will only be available to
view once you have been authorised.

St ay informed w it h
t he SkoolBag App

Th e Sk ool Bag app i s t h e easi est way
t o st ay up- t o- dat e wit h sch ool
even t s, l ast m i n ut es n ot i ces,
n ewsl et t er s an d all sch ool
com m un i cat i on s.

Dow nload t he app
Sear ch f or t h e f r ee Sk ool Bag app in
t h e Appl e App or Googl e Pl ay St or e

C reat e an account

We are excited to release this
new communication app to
you and trust you will enjoy
the benefits of having up-todate school communications

Si gn up i n secon ds wi t h your em ail
addr ess

Add your school
Sear ch f or your sch ool an d add your
subscr i pt ion gr oups
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SENTRAL EDUCATION
To avoid any confusion the Sentral parent portal page is still our preferred method of communication and gives parents
access to their child’s attendance, booking parent teacher interviews, school reports and information bulletins.

TMPS Enviro. News
May 2020
Egg shells and coffee
Instead of throwing out your egg shells and coffee grounds, they can be
used on the garden to help improve the soil and keep those pests away.
Check out this video to see more.
Eggs and coffee on the garden.

Nature Creatures
The Year 1 students have been creating creatures out of nature.

Bird Feeders
The Year 4 students have been sharing some of their sustainability activities creating their own bird feeders.
Great work.

Liz Cooke
Sustainability Coordinator

Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open. TMPS will be participating
and all children are encouraged to join. It is not a competition, but a challenge for
children to read a set number of books by the 4th September. It is free to join.
Children in Prep, 1 and 2, need to read 30 books (20 or more must be from the
Challenge list). They can read books by themselves or have someone else read to
them.
Children in year 3-6 will need to read 15 books (10 or more must be from the
Challenge list).
Challenge lists are all available to view online. All children who complete the Challenge will receive a
certificate from the Premier of Victoria. As well, at TMPS all children who complete the Challenge will receive
a small prize and be eligible to win some special prizes.
This year sees the launch of a new website with exciting new features. These include, having your own avatar,
earning ebadges as you progress through the Challenge and giving books a rating or a review.
To join, please contact TMPS via email or phone. TMPS will then forward you a password and user name for
your child. The child will be able to log onto the website and enter books they read or start exploring what the
new website offers. TMPS will verify all books for you.
It may be a little more challenging to access reading material at the moment, but here are a number of
suggestions to make it a little easier. Keeping up with reading for learning or pleasure is really important,
especially at this time.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books
like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing Online Read
Alouds and Activities.
Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.
Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.
Listen to a David Walliams audio book.
Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's Digital
Library or ManyBook.net
Local Library. If you are a member, you can access online resources for free. Some of their free online
resources include, Storybox Library, Tumblebooks and Borrowbox. The local library also has a free
service to mail books to your house. If you are not a member, it is free to
join and you will be able to access a world of books and resources for
free. Contact your local library for more details.
The PRC website is www.education.vic.gov/prc
Josie Morando,
Librarian

Art
Here are some more AMAZING masterpieces from our Art program over the past two weeks.

