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Student Free Day for all students. No onsite supervision program.
Prep, Year 1 & Year 2 students return to school
Canteen online lunch orders resume. No cash or over counter sales
Curriculum Day – CANCELLED
Curriculum Day – CANCELLED
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – Students do not attend school
Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students return to school

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
A letter has been emailed to parents today with information about arrangements for students returning to school next
week. Please ensure you read this letter carefully.
Student Free Day – Monday 25th May
Monday 25th May is a student free day for all students. There will be no onsite supervision on this day.
Staff News
Tomorrow, 22nd May, will be Mrs Anna Chan’s last day on duty before she commences Family Leave. I am sure everyone
joins with us in wishing her and husband Fai all the best for the birth of their first child.

Curriculum Days – Thursday 4th and Friday 5th June - CANCELLED
The planned curriculum days on Thursday 4th and Friday 5th June have been cancelled.
John Hurley
Principal

Year 6 Transition Forms For Placement In Year 7 2021
Just a reminder that the year 6 transition forms for year 7 placement are to be returned to school by next Friday,
29th May. They can be returned in the stamped envelope provided and mailed via Australia Post, dropped into our
school mail box near the front of the school or alternatively send electronically through the school’s email
thomas.mitchell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Playgroup
Due to COVID19 restrictions our Playgroup has been cancelled until further notice.

Canteen
The canteen will be open for online lunch orders only from Wednesday 27th May. All orders
are to be made using the Qkr app. There will be no cash or over counter sales.

SkoolBag App - Officially Launched
Our app “SkoolBag” has officially been launched to our school community. We are delighted to see that lots
of families have already download the app and taken advantage of the updates we have been uploading.
It is a free download available through the Apple App store/ Google Play store. Instructions on how to download can be
found on our web page http://www.tmps.vic.edu.au/parents/177/

In this remote learning environment, this app will be particularly useful to our Thomas Mitchell families to
access and receive instant communications including on line learning, transitioning to returning to school and
information such as notices, events and activities held throughout the year.
To assist our families and students who come from a home
where a language other than English is spoken, the app also
offers a link to a multi-language app which works in
conjunction with SkoolBag and converts the documentation
into the selected language you have chosen.
Once you have followed the instructions to download the
app, please take one extra step and select the tab
“Groups” and add your child’s year level. Once you have
done this our administrator will then approve your
request to join the year level group. You will then be able
to view the year level content and receive notifications
each time there has been an update. Please note that
each year level has restricted access, the content will only
be available to view once you have been authorised.
We are excited to release this
new communication app to you
and trust you will enjoy the
benefits of having up-to-date
school communications
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SENTRAL EDUCATION
To avoid any confusion the Sentral parent portal page is still our preferred method of communication and gives parents
access to their child’s attendance, booking parent teacher interviews, school reports and information bulletins.

Uniform Shop
Our school uniform shop will be closed for parent/guardians to visit onsite. If you wish to place
an order, we can arrange for delivery to your child who will bring the package home on the
next available Tuesday or Friday afternoon.
To order:
Please refer to our Uniform Shop price list and determine what you require and the sizing. Then:
(a) Phone the school, read out your order and pay by credit card over the phone.
OR
(b) Email your order to the school and an appropriate phone number (and time/day) to ring you to transact the
payment by credit card over the phone (DO NOT provide your credit card details in the email) OR
(c) Send the order and payment with your child in the morning. Ask your child to bring the order/payment to the
office immediately upon arrival to school.
Please do not label garments or remove tags until you are sure the product received is acceptable. If you need to return
items to school for exchange or credit, garments must be in the same condition as sold. Please contact us by phone to
arrange returns.

Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open. TMPS will be participating and all children
are encouraged to join. It is not a competition, but a challenge for children to read a set number of
books by the 4th September.
It is free to join.
Children in Prep, 1 and 2, need to read 30 books (20 or more must be from the Challenge list).
They can read books by themselves or have someone else read to them. Children in year 3-6 will
need to read 15 books (10 or more must be from the Challenge list). Challenge lists are all available to view online. All
children who complete the Challenge will receive a certificate from the Premier of Victoria. As well, at TMPS all children
who complete the Challenge will receive a small prize and be eligible to win some special prizes.
This year sees the launch of a new website with exciting new features. These include, having your own avatar, earning
ebadges as you progress through the Challenge and giving books a rating or a review.
To join, please contact TMPS via email or phone. TMPS will then forward you a password and user name for your child.
The child will be able to log onto the website and enter books they read or start exploring what the new website offers.
TMPS will verify all books for you. It may be a little more challenging to access reading material at the moment, but here
are a number of suggestions to make it a little easier. Keeping up with reading for learning or pleasure is really
important, especially at this time.








For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax,
The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing Online Read Alouds and
Activities.
Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.
Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.
Listen to a David Walliams audio book.
Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's Digital Library or ManyBook.net
Local Library. If you are a member, you can access online resources for free. Some of their free online resources
include, Storybox Library, Tumblebooks and Borrowbox. The local library also has a free service to mail books to your
house. If you are not a member, it is free to join and you will be able to access a world of books and resources for
free. Contact your local library for more details. The PRC website is www.education.vic.gov/prc
Josie Morando,
Librarian

With winter fast approaching, here’s some ways to have fun indoors.
Need some help coming up with ideas on what to do with the children this winter?
At Camp Australia, we’re experts at having fun, regardless of what’s happening with the weather. Rain, hail or
shine we always have fun, engaging and enriching activities on offer for all ages of children to participate in!

Here are a few wet weather activities to keep out of the rain:
1. Cook up a storm! Have everyone pick a different ingredient and get creative in the kitchen with funky
stir-fries, bakes and treats.
2. Make a jigsaw puzzle out of magazine pictures, postcards or photos. Glue the pictures onto cardboard
and when the glue is dry, cut it into puzzle shapes. Then piece it back together!
3. Create a board game – let the children come up with the rules and teach their friends how to play.
4. Turn on the music, turn off the lights and have a disco or you could even have a dancing competition.
5. Dress ups! Who doesn’t love dressing up as their favourite superhero, or TV character? Your children
could even write their very own scripts and put on a dramatic performance for the family.
Our OSHC service is open and operating for those that need our care. For families who require care, childcare
will be provided free of charge until 30th June as per the Federal Government's announcement on the
2nd April. Whilst care is free, we still need to know if you are coming. We ask that you get your bookings in as
soon as you can.
It’s FREE to Register. (If you want to use OSHC, you first need to register).
Register at pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/login. Once registered, it’s easy to make and manage your
bookings online via our Parent Portal.
Visit our blog for helpful information and fun activities.
New articles are added each week for parents and cover various topics to help families. This month we are
focusing on all things COVID-19. We talk about how to adjust to the changes you’ve made in your household,
including fun activity ideas to entertain your child at home.
Visit the blog here: https://campaustralia.com.au/blog

