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J Tuesday 9/2 Parent/Teacher/Student Interview Bookings oper8&t0am
Year 1 Information Sessiar6.30pm via Webex
Year 2 Information Sessiarv.00pm via Webex
Wednesday 10/2 Year 3 Information Sessi@gr6.30pm via Webex
Year 5 Information Se®nc¢ 7.00pm via Webex
Thursday 11/2 Year 4 Information Sessiar6.30pm via Webex
Year 6 Information Sessi@rv.00pm via Webex
Friday 12/2 Last day for Book Clubsue lorders
Tuesday 16/2 School Council Meeting7.00pm
Thursday 18/2 Parent/Teacher/Student Interview Bookings close at 4.00pm
Friday 19/2 Last Day for CSEF Claims
Monday 22/2 Parent/Teacher/Student terviewsvia Webex
Prep Activityg CarpProductionsMarvellous M&
Tuesday 23/2 Parent/Teacher/Student Interviewsa Webex
Friday 26/2 District Swimming CarnivalNoblePark Aquatic Centre
Monday 8/3 Labour Day Public Holidgystudentsdo not attend school this day

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to our 2021 Prep Students
Yesterday, our 2021 Prep students officially started school. It was lovely to see them all here, happy a
eager to learn!

School Open Times
The school is officially open at 8.50am each day. Teachers are on duty from 8.4i8amptirtant that students do not
arrive before 8.30am, and are at school by 9.008chool officially closes at 3.30pm. Staff are on duty until 3.45pm
Please ensure that students are picked up as close to this time as possible.

COVIEL9 Update
As from today, all adultslUSTwear a mask when they are indoors in a public space. This includes being in classr
and the reception area of the schodl doesnot apply to teachers when they are teaching. Children are NOT requir
to wear a mask at primary school.
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Parking Around the School
Parents are advised to follow the signs on the parking areasarthe school. This includes NOT leaving your car
during drop off and pick up times. Please also use the school crossings to cross the road.

School Assemblies
Unfortunately, we are very limited in having school assemblies that are open to parentgiasts who are external to
the school. We will keep you informed about any changes to this.

Notice Sent Bime This Week
1 Prep Activityg CarpProductionsMarvellous M&
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Parent/Teacher InterviewsMonday22' and Tuesda23 Februaryia Webex

This year, we will be having our first round of Parent/Teacher Interviews early in the term on treeddies. The

purpose of these early interviews is for parents and teachers to meet and for parents to provide information to tgache
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time(s). Information on how to book an interview is included elsewhere in this newsletter.

John Hurley

Principal

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)

The Department oEducation has advised us that the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) will be accessible
in 2Q21 for eligible families. The fund will assist these families to cover the cost of school excursions, camps and
sporting activities to ensure that r&tudent will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important
educational and fun activities.

If you hold a valid, meartested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for $125 per
student attending primargchool. Soare copies are available at the office. If you have not yet applied for this fund,
please ensure you do so Hye 19" February.

FORPREP 20PFAMILIES Later this term, if your application for CSEF has been approved, we will write to you about
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child. Details of the package are yet to be confirmed.

Information Sessions

On Wednesday we emailed our families an invitation to join an information session for each year level e Web
email includes a link for these sessions antlifferent for each year level.

The sessions will take place next week (week beginning 8/2/21). Attendance at these sessions is not compulsory, how
it is an opportunity for us to share what the teaching and learning program will look like at eadbwalar

Please note, the Prep year level will not be repeating theisisasrom Term 4 last year.

The year 1 to &essions will be run by the classroom teachers and will go for approximately half an hour. If you did r
receive the meeting details via email, pleasatact the school.

Heated/Refrigerated Fodt Eating Utensils

As the school year has just commenced we wish to take this opportunity to advise parents/guardians about the
following lunch related matters:

Heating/refrigerating student lunches:
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equipment available to do thisHot noodles can be ordered through the canteen as a lunch order.

Forks/spoons:
On many occasions we are also asked to provide utensils to childfrgour child needs a spoon or fork to eat their
lunch or snack please pack one (preferably recyclable or reusable) in their lunchbox.

Food Handling Regulation#& reminder to parents that regulations state heated or refrigerated foods sent to school
should not sit at room temperaturear more than 2 hourslf your child brings cold food please make sure it is packed in
an appropriate chiller bag to keep cold.



5

SENTRAL
Preplinterviews: EDUCATION
PrepParent/Teacher interviews will keso beconductedviaonline Webex Bookings were disissed with parents at
their child3 testing time between 28January and™® February. A letter will be sent to you shortly confirming the

interview time discussed with more informati@bout how to access the online interview.

Please note, at this stage interviews will be held with the claasher only.It is not yet necessary to newith any
specialist teachers, however if you have specific information to provide please discuss thjiswrittass teacher.

Sentral Access:

Inthe next fewdayswe will be sending you information about how to access our student/parent communication portal,
Sentral. This portal has many featurepleasesee the communication flyer within this newsletter for more

information.

Parent teacher interviews will be held this term Blonday 22" Februaryand Tuesday 3 Februaryvia onlineWebex
meetings The registration window to book these interviews through your Seffoatal page opens ofiuesdayd™
Februaryat 8.00am andwill closes Thursdayl18" Februaryat 4.00pm.

To login and book an interview time, please use your username and password that you created when you registered
NEW FAMILIES widiceiveinformationin the next few dayabout how toacces®ur student/parent communication
portal, Sentral

Please noteAll Parent Teacher Interviews will be held online using Cisco Webex. An email will be sent to you with yot
login details and how to use this platform at the endhod booking window(after 18" February) The focus for these
interviews will be placed on parents and carers passing on important information to the classroom teacher that will
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For all inquiries regarding thgentralParen Portal pagebooking an interview or how to use Cisco Welpgase
contact theschooloffice at your earliest convenience.

PREP INTERVIEWS/EALREADY 9 9b . hhY95 5Lw9/ ¢ , 2 L¢l 9! /1 /1 L[ 5Q{
CONRMATION WILL BE SENT TO PREP FAMILIES SHORTLY.
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ic.edu.au/portal/iogin P = @ G| ) Manage itenview Sessions - In... § Sentrel Student & Parent Pe..
Helg

Thomas Mitchell Primary School

e your usamame and passwiced below

’SENTRJ\LEDUCATIUN
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Below is a link to help you access the Parent Portal page.

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login



https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login
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SENTRAL
EDUCATION

Your child is welcome, but not required to attend tharent
teacherinterviews. Specialist interviews are not a
requirement Please onlypbookthrough the school officé

you have somethingpecific to passott 2 & 2 dzNJ OK A
specialist teacher.

Thomas Mitchell Primary School

CH

udent and Parent Portal

Please enter your username and password below

email@email com.au Step l
"""" ' \og onto your Student & ParenbRal account using your

emailandpassword If you have not created yowaccount,
you will need to do this firsPlease contact the school office

§ senTRaLEpuCATION for details on this process or if you are experiencing any
difficulties.

Forgot Password?

The registration windowto book interviewswill open onTuesday % Februaryat 8.00am and will close on
Thursdayl18™" of Februaryat 4.00pm.

awportamy.sts O = @ C [ MansgelntenvewSessonainc| § My Studerts

Step2
Oncelogged in, click the
interviews button.

Step 3

d 29 seconds.
parad
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Dalia A o A/teachet If you are booking an interview with more

- = s than 1 teacher, [gaseensure yodeaveagap

i 1o e e o = between interviewtimes. Note that interviews run
i emwn T = 7 overtwo nights and you can change the night with
s —— the drop down arrow.

Wisual Arts - Mrs Entwistie

All interviews this semester are held online using

- e+ Cisco Webex
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FOOD SAFETY: ALEARYAPHYLAXI:

Please be aware thaome of ourstudentshave sevee life threatening allengsto tree nuts.An
anaphylaxigeactioncanbe triggered by touching or ingesting nuts causingathing difficulties and
hospitalisation

To support the safety and welfare of all our students we ask all parents to carefufiideo the foods
that are sent to school.

Reminder to all familiepleaseDO NOT PAQKK S F2f f 29 Ay 3 LINRB RdzOU a

1 PEANUT BUTTER

17 NUTELLA

T SNACK BARS CONTAINNNG S
1 PEANUTS AND TREE NUTS

Thanking all families for their continuisgipport.

School Nurse

PLEASE

NO PEANUTS

OR

NUT PRODUCTS




THOMAS MITCHELL WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
AND SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS

At Thomas Mitchell we communicate to our families through several different platforms.
Our main form of communication is through our parent portal called Sentral (access will
be provided to families when your child commences via an access key). We have just
released the Sentral Parent Portal App to our families which is a simple way of accessing
the portal from your mobile. More detailed information about Sentral will be provided
when your child commences.

Our school newsletter is published electronically each Thursday during the school terms.
Excursion notices are sent home with students (usually printed on blue paper) on a
Thursday. We anticipate this method will change next year and will keep you updated.

SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login
Newsletters, unexplained absence notifications, parent

teacher school interviews, curriculum information, pictures, ‘ SENTRAL

activity reminders and updates, can all be found here. This
platform will be continuously enhanced so we encourage
parents to register and become familiar with using this.

SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL APP (download via your App Store).
’ The new Sentral communication app is a simple way of accessing the
ZUEEE  porfal from a mobile device. Using your existing Parent Portal login details,
you will now be able to do the following:

- view academic reports - submit sfudent absences
- message your child's classroom teacher - view calendar events

- book parent/teacher interviews - view school documents

- receive health centre nofifications - view newsletters

as well as receive real-time notifications and messages from the school. Over time,
this mode of communication will become a major focus.

We encourage all families to download this App. We will be using this app to
communicate with parents.







