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  Saturday 24/7 TMPS Working Bee – 10am to 12pm (Postponed) 

Sunday  25/7 Last Day for ICAS Registration – Online 

Thursday 29/7 Prep 100 Days of School Celebration (confirmed if back on site) 

   **Year 1 Activity – Carp Productions “Too Many Toys” at TMPS 

Monday 2/8 **4OB & 4TV Activity – Mad About Science Heat and Science at TMPS 

Friday  13/8 Proposed Curriculum Day – Students do not attend school on this day 

Wednesday 18/8 **Year 3 Singing Concert – 6.30pm to 7.15pm Rivergum Performing Arts Centre 

   (Rescheduled) 

   **Year 5 Singing Concert – 7.55pm to 8.40pm Rivergum Performing Arts Centre 

   (Rescheduled) 

Monday 7/9 Proposed Curriculum Day – Students do not attend school on this day 

 

**All activities and excursions are subject to government restrictions, returning to site and an 

assessment at the school level 

 

 

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your support as we move through our 5th lockdown. We really appreciate the way that you 

and your children have adapted to remote learning (again)! 

 

Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council 

I am pleased to let the School Community know that we have been formally advised by the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage 

Council that the Bunurong People are the Recognised Traditional Owners of the Land on which the School is located.    

 

Year 3 and Year 5 Concert Date Change 

We have moved the date for the Year 3 and year 5 concert from Monday 2nd August to Wednesday 18th August. 

We will provide more information when we return to school. 

 

Thomas Mitchell Drive/ Hallam North Road Works 

A reminder to parents that the works at this intersection will continue, and there may be a closure of this intersection 

around the time of the next school holidays. I will keep you informed as we learn more. 

 

John Hurley 

Principal 

 

 

Notice Emailed 
    Letter to 2TP families 

 

☺

 

 

  

 

http://www.tmps.vic.edu.au/


Working Bee 24th July - Postponed 
Hello ‘Two Hours of Power’ families and friends 

 

We are genuinely grateful for your offer to help out at our Working Bee scheduled for this Saturday, 24 July. 

 

Unfortunately we are sad to advise you that we will have to postpone the event.  This is due to the current lockdown, 

proposed extension and the possible gathering restrictions that will be placed on us. 

 

Stay tuned though, we will reschedule this event as soon as it is practical and safe to do so. 

 

Thank you so much for your support.  

Excursions and In-House Activities 
Due to the current lockdown, it is with great disappointment that we have had to postpone a number of excursions and 

inhouse activities.   

 

• Year 1 Rippon Lea excursion (19/7, 20/7 and 23/7) 

• Year 3 Bricks for Kidz ‘Lego Windmill’ in-house activity (27/7 and 30/7) 

• Year 3 and Year 5 Singing Concerts (2/8) 

• Year 4 – 6 Athletics Carnival (21/7/2021) 

• Regional Cross Country (20/7/2021 and rescheduled 27/7) and Year 6 Winter Sports – Soccer and Teeball (26/7)  
 

Our number one priority when lockdown ceases is the safety, wellbeing and learning for our children.   

 

When we return to onsite learning we will be assessing our plans for excursions and inhouse activities in line with 

government restrictions and our priority to keep your children safe and engaged in core student learning.   

 

We will keep you informed as soon as it is possible. 

 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Canteen News 
This is to advise families who placed a lunch order with us for Friday 16th July, this order will be held over and provided 

to your child on the first Friday students return to school and the canteen is open after this current lockdown.  

 

Any orders placed for dates after 16th July will be credited to the family account.  

 

Note:  Unfortunately we will not be crediting any second or duplicate orders placed for the first Friday back at school. 

 

2021 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) 

Last Day for Registration – Sunday 25th July 
Your child is invited to take part in the 2021 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS). This is a skills-

based program that assesses higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills. These tests will be completed online in 

2021.  

 

 

 



Thomas Mitchell Primary School will be offering the following competitions this year:  
 

Subject School Years Official Sitting Window Entry Fee, incl. GST 

 

Digital Technologies 
3-6 Monday 9th August to Friday 13th August $17.05  

 

Science 
2-6 Monday 23rd August to Friday 27th August $17.05 

 

Writing 
3-6 Monday 9th August to Friday 13th August $21.45 

 

Spelling Bee 
2-6 Monday 23rd August to Friday 27th August $17.05 

 

English 
2-6 Monday 16th August to Friday 20th August $17.05 

 

Mathematics 
2-6 Monday 30th August to Friday 3rd September $17.05 

 

Specific test dates for the year levels have not been confirmed, and will depend on numbers and technology allocation, 

therefore your child will need to be available to sit the test on any of the above dates. Final test dates will be confirmed in the 

weeks prior to the test. Please be aware that students who are absent for a test will not be able to do a make-up after the final 

test date. Unfortunately, refunds cannot be given if students are unable to take the test.   
 

Our school has signed up for the ICAS Assessments parent payment system (PPS) for all of the above subjects. Through this 

system parents can pay for ICAS directly online while tests will still be held at our school. Please use the following details to 

register your child no later than Sunday 25th July. 
 

Access details for parents: 

Your school access code is: SPS282 

Your parent page link is: https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps 

 

Unfortunately because of strict timelines and the need to allocate sufficient staffing late entries cannot be accepted. 

Please note the following Privacy Collection Statement: 

To analyse your child’s progress effectively, our school conducts an ongoing assessment program. The assessment we are using 

is a product of our partner, UNSW Global Pty Ltd (UNSW Global). In order to deliver the assessment, Thomas Mitchell Primary 

School and UNSW Global (through our school) collect your child’s personal information (e.g. name, year level and school results) 

when you enrol your child to sit an assessment in the program. UNSW Global also stores, uses and modifies the personal 

information in order to generate reports, conduct research and analysis, and improve its products and services. UNSW Global 

may share your child’s personal information with its subsidiary companies and subcontractors located overseas so it can provide 

the assessment products and services to our school. Most of these overseas recipients are located in the Asia-Pacific region. As 

the parent or guardian of a student who intends to sit an assessment, by enrolling your child into the assessment, you consent 

to our school and UNSW Global collecting and using your child’s personal information for the purposes outlined above. This 

includes the disclosure of your child’s personal information outside Australia consistent with the UNSW Global Privacy Policy at 

https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/our-company/policies/. By consenting, you acknowledge that UNSW Global is not 

required to ensure that overseas recipients handle your child’s personal information in accordance with Australian privacy laws. 

However, where practical in the circumstances, UNSW will take reasonable steps to ensure overseas recipients use and disclose 

personal information in accordance with the UNSW Global Privacy Policy. If you do not provide your child’s personal information 

to us or UNSW Global, we may not be able to deliver the assessment to your child. We and UNSW Global will deal with your 

child’s personal information in accordance with privacy laws. If you wish to access or correct your child’s personal informat ion 

or to make a complaint about how we have handled your child’s personal information, please contact the school on 9706 2254 

or UNSW Global Privacy Officer at legalandcompliance@unswglobal.unsw.edu.au or by writing to Legal and Compliance Team, 

UNSW Global Pty Ltd, 12-22 Rothschild Avenue ROSEBERRY NSW 2018.             
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Personalise your own Wind Sock    Pancakes    

Decorate your Money jars    Apricot sandwiches / with Milo    

Balloon Happy sacks    Cheese Pizzas    

Start Creating your O.S.H.C Family Quilt    Corn fritters    

Making some Cinnamon Ornaments    Rice cakes with vegemite, strawberry  

jam, or honey .   



 
 

 

During term 3, the grade 4 students have been learning all about exposition 

writing and how to use different techniques to persuade the reader of their 

opinion. This week, they were given the topic of, ‘Remote learning is better than 

learning at school’. Here are their responses. 

I disagree that remote learning is 

better than learning at school. If 

a class is on a WebEx meeting, a 

person would turn of their 

camera and mute themselves 

doing nothing. They also both of 

them wouldn't know what to do 

after the meeting! 

- Havish 4NS 

I totally disagree with this statement. 

First of all, we have to see each other and our teachers face to face 

and I believe that is much more effective learning than online 

learning. Waking up in the morning and getting ready to go to 

school is better than sitting back on a couch and staring at the 

screen. 

Remote learning takes more time to finish all the work. At the end 

of the day, I feel so exhausted and tired. I think learning together 

with friends and playing outside is better than staying always 

inside the house. 

More than that, the kids like me feel so bored during this remote 

learning because I don't have any siblings so I miss my friends very 

badly. 

To conclude, remote learning is worse than learning at school and I 

don't want this to happen again.... 

- Devanand 4NS 

I disagree because you might not 

learn as much in remote learning 

because if you need help, and 

your parents and brother are all 

working you might fall behind in 

your subjects. Also, you don't get 

to play with your friends. 

- Lucas 4JX 

I strongly disagree because you can’t have 

fun at home. Even though you can stay in 

your jammies the whole day or eat 

whenever you want, you can’t play with 

your friends or talk with them because you 

aren’t at school. 

- Sonia 4JX 

I strongly disagree because you can't play 

with your friends and have fun and you have 

more people to help you like your teachers, 

friends, grown-up helpers so I think remote 

learning is not good. 

- Shriya 4JX 

I disagree with this statement, because you don't get 

to see your friends face to face and you can get upset 

constantly. Sometimes you could even get itchy eyes 

or even have a headache if you stare at a screen for 

too long. 

I also believe that learning at school can be more 

entertaining and fun as you can see things happen in 

real life at school. You can also go outside, which is 

healthier for you and this can keep you fit and 

energetic. You don't need to sit on a couch and do 

nothing the whole day or else you could find it hard 

to walk. 

My third reason is if online learning goes for too long, 

(which means you don't see your friends for a long 

time) that could make you shy and scared when you 

come back to school and you don't want to talk to 

anyone. Also, the school could be very quiet and it 

won't be fun anymore. 

- Alana 4NS 

I agree, I think it's better because it’s eco- 

friendly and there's more people to help you 

at home then at school. For example, our 

mum dad and sisters and brothers can help 

us, but at school there only a teacher. 

- Joanne 4JX 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO WAY THAT YOU BELIEVE THIS!! IT’S 

NONSENSE!!!!! These are the reasons why you 

are wrong! 

Being at school is much more fun than being at 

home, sitting your bottom on a chair for 5 

hours. Also, its much healthier than staring at a 

screen for half a day. Plus, don't you want to 

see your friends and play with them? 

Staring at a screen could affect your vision and 

being at school is a better way to learn. If you 

need help you can just ask the teacher or a 

friend. 

Some student might have low Wi-Fi or have 

trouble with their logins. This means that they 

won’t have access to the work. It also takes 

more time to finish the work. Next thing you 

know you will be doing work at 4-5 o ’clock. I 

don’t think you would enjoy that, hmm? 

- Isidora 4NS 

I disagree because remote learning is bad in a 

way that you are not being able to see your 

friends in person. You are not having fun and 

being active enough or being social so that is 

my reason why I disagree! 

- Sumayyah 4TV 

With homeschooling, parents and teachers save 

money on petrol for their car because they do not 

have to go to school twice a day. Parents don’t 

have to spend money on lunch boxes, school 

uniforms, backpacks and shoes. The school saves 

on cleaning costs and office supplies. 

When teaching or learning remotely, both teachers 

and children have comfortable, familiar cozy 

conditions around them. They can wear their 

favourite comfortable clothes (even stay in pajamas) 

all day and are around their favourite things or 

toys. Teachers can enjoy the silence and students 

can make noise at any time. 

Everyone on distance learning as unlimited access 

to food at any time. No need to wait for a recess 

time. You can have lunch every 30 minutes (if you 

can eat that much of course). At any time if you feel 

sleepy, you can lie down on the sofa to sleep for an 

hour, or two hours, or three…. If you get bored or 

tired of studying or teaching, then at any time you 

can change the type of activity for another. For 

example, play a game on the computer or do house 

cleaning. 

Of course, everyone knows that the safest and most 

peaceful place on Earth is your home. Home, sweet 

home! No one can beat this argument! 

- Polina 4TV 

If you think online learning is better than being at school, you are most definitely wrong. Here’s why… 

Firstly, when you’re at school you have friends to play with, friends to help you and friends to talk to. 

With this new era of online school, you are no longer able access them. So, you feel bored and tired, 

because what else can you do? Hence, because of online learning, students are unable to hang out with 

their friends which may even negatively impact their ability to socialise. 

Secondly, it ruins the learning experience for students. If the electronic device the student is using to log 

into class runs out of power or breaks, how would they do their work? Thus, it will interrupt students 

from studying, which can lead to them being distracted or unmotivated. Not only that, but it’s also much 

more difficult to receive help during online learning. 

Finally, you have to consider the cost that online learning comes with. As entire families are staying home, 

it means that resources like electricity, water and heating will be used in much larger quantities. This 

means that parents will have to work more so that they are able to provide the funds necessary. Only, 

they cannot because Covid -19 restricts them from doing so. Furthermore, some people do not have an 

electronic device in order to be able to join class. 

Ultimately, it is clear that online learning is not better than going to school. This is because of factors 

such as access, education, and cost that are negatively influenced because of online school 

- Mathew 4NS 


