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  Thursday 10/2 Year 3-6 Swim Team Trials – 4.00pm at Doveton Pool in the Park, Doveton 

     Parent/Teacher Interview Bookings open 

  Friday  11/2 Last Day for Book Club orders 

  Thursday 24/2 Parent/Teacher Interview Bookings close at 4.00pm  

  Monday 28/3 Parent/Teacher Interviews via Webex 

  Tuesday 1/3 Parent/Teacher Interviews via Webex 

  Friday  4/3 Endeavour Hills District Swimming Carnival – Noble Park Aquatic Centre 

 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Parents,  

 

As I start to write this week’s newsletter, I have a strong sense of sadness, but also a strong sense of 

pride.  

 

This will be my last newsletter as Principal of this wonderful school. As I am sure you already know, I am retiring 

tomorrow, after being Principal at Thomas Mitchell for 31 years (since the school first started in 1991) and being in the 

teaching service for 61 years.  

 

Being Principal of this school has been the absolute highlight of my career. To see it grow from 273 students in 1991 to 

around 800 students (currently around 760 students) has been a great source of pride, as has the broad range of staff 

that we have been fortunate to employ. We currently have around 80 highly talented staff members. 

 

I want to thank our highly multi-cultural community for trusting us with your most precious children, and working with 

us to provide the best opportunities for them. I have learnt so much about your different cultures, and the respect that 

you share with each other, and with us at school.  

 

As I move on to the next (retirement) stage of my life, I again say “thank you” for the great support and trust that you 

have provided to the school, and me, over the life of the school.  

 

I wish you, and your families success and happiness for the future. 

 

Best Wishes  

John Hurley 

(and for the last time) Principal 

 

Notice Sent Home This Week 
Year 6 2022 Autographed Windcheater Recall 

 

☺
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Article from Star Journal Newspaper 
End of an era 

 
Things are going to look a little different at 

Thomas Mitchell Primary School in 

Endeavour Hills this year. 

 

Every morning, when the students arrive for 

another day of learning, they are welcomed 

at the front gate with the familiar face and 

friendly smile of their principal, John Hurley, 

ensuring they start their day with a smile of 

their own. 

 

But after 30 years in the hot seat, Mr Hurley, the founding and only principal in the school’s history, has decided to draw 

the curtain on his long and decorated teaching career this week. 

 

It was a recent dose of reality that prompted his decision to call time. 

 

“Two kids that I taught happened to get married and I’m still in contact with them,” Mr Hurley said. “They said ‘we’ve 

got some news, we’re retiring.’” 

 

“I thought, ‘this is madness. I taught them in primary school and they’re retiring, but I’m still working.’’ 

 

Mr Hurley launched Thomas Mitchell in 1991 following his time at Cranbourne Primary School, with 179 students 

enrolled on day one to begin their educational journey under his leadership. 

A photo of all the staff and students from the inaugural day still hangs in his office, giving him a chance to reflect on just 

how far the school has come. 

 

Come 2022 and the school sits at just under 800 pupils from a wide melting pot of backgrounds, encapsulating the 

incredibly diverse community in which the campus resides, and filling Mr Hurley with immense pride. 

 

“I’m a big fan of multiculturalism,” Mr Hurley said. “We’ve got families from more than 70 nationalities in the school.” 

 

“I like going and seeing other cultures and seeing the way they do things. I think we can all learn from each other.” 

 

Mr Hurley’s teaching career begun as a 19-year-old in 10 Mile Creek in Gippsland’s Strzelecki Ranges, thrown into the 

deep end with 28 kids under his watch ranging from prep to grade six in an “unbelievable” situation. 

 

He fondly recalls some of his regular duties falling outside the standard curriculum, and not something he came across 

at teacher’s college. 

“First thing I used to do in the morning was, because it was cold in there, I would go and cut wood for the fire to keep 

the classroom warm,” Mr Hurley said. 

 

“Every now and then the kids would come rushing in and say ‘there’s a snake down there, someone needs to go kill the 

snake.’ 

 

“I got an extra seven shillings and sixpence a fortnight to dig a hole and empty the toilet. It was pretty remote.” 

 



Classrooms in the 1960s looked nothing like what they do in 2022 now, too; 

chalkboards were still the device of choice and the isolated nature of that 

campus meant there was a lack of electricity or phone line available, and 

everything required being written by hand. 

 

Mr Hurley’s inspiration to teach began with his love for school as a student 

and his own thirst for learning. 

 

He combined his love of travel and exploring with developing young people by working in the UK, and also had a stint at 

the former Turana Youth Training Centre, helping the most vulnerable young people who needed assistance the most. 

 

As a teacher and a principal, he strived to ensure that learning was an experience for kids and something to be enjoyed, 

rather than a means to an end, or a chore. 

 

For the kids, this meant a wealth of hands-on activities, tours, camps, excursions and guest speakers. 

 

Working closely with his students allowed him to pick up bits and pieces from the children through enlightening, day-to-

day interactions, and crucially fostered a strong rapport, breaking down the perceived barrier between pupil and 

authority figure, something he came to dearly miss when his classroom teaching days came to a close. 

 

“I said to a class that I was teaching on one occasion, ‘look at those crows out there making all that noise,’ – there were 

birds outside the classroom window. A little kid came up to me at recess and said ‘Excuse me Mr Hurley, those birds 

aren’t crows, they’re ravens.’ I said, ‘How do you know that?’, and he said ‘My dad is the government ornithologist.” 

 

“You learn so much from kids.” 

 

When asked by his current students about the legacy that he will leave behind, the most common trait raised was his 

kindness. 

 

Filling-in for Santa in the lead-up to Christmas and spreading sweet treats on their final school day of the year is also 

something that will be sorely missed. 

 

Since making his announcement late last year, Mr Hurley said that he has been flattered by the messages of gratitude 

and congratulations that he has received. 

 

When The Journal visited the school to speak to Mr Hurley and take photos on location, a former student who was 

driving through the area spontaneously pulled-over to shake his hand and congratulate him on his career, before getting 

back in his vehicle and continuing his journey. It was as fitting a tribute and a perfect reflection on his legacy. 

 

Despite his official teaching days coming to an end, he won’t be completely shutting the door on his education journey, 

keen to volunteer at a local English language school interspersed with a return to international travel, reading and 

following his beloved Collingwood Football Club. 

 

As he prepares to sign-off on his last day on Friday 11 February, he had a gracious message for the community that he 

played an integral role in establishing. 

 

“I’d like to say big thank you to the Thomas Mitchell community for making me feel welcome.” 

 

The Journal would like to wish Mr Hurley all the best in retirement. 



Delivery of RAT Tests 
We have received another delivery of RAT Tests from The Department of Education. These tests will be supplied to 

every child at the school next week. Please check your child’s school bag.  

Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

Parent teacher interviews will be held this term on Monday 28th February and Tuesday 1st March February 

online. The registration window to book these interviews through your Sentral Portal page opened on 

Thursday 10th February at 8am and will close Thursday 24th February at 4pm. 

 

To book an interview time, please log into your Sentral Parent Portal account using your username and 

password that you created when you first registered.  

 

Please note. All Parent Teacher Interviews will be held online using Cisco Webex. An email will be sent to you 

with your login details and how to use this platform at the end of the booking window. 

 

For all inquiries regarding the Sentral Parent Portal page, booking an interview or how to use Cisco Webex, 

please contact the school office at your earliest convenience. 

 

 

 
 

 

Below is a link to help you access the Parent Portal page. 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/login


Logging into Sentral Student and Parent Portal 

 
Register at this website 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/register 

 

Username: valid email address 

Password: create your own password 

and minimum of 8 characters long 

         Repeat Password 

Enter Title, First Name and Surname 

(eg, Mr John Smith) 

Create your account 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Login 

Once your account is created, you will be redirected to the login screen.  

Enter your email address as your Username and the password you just created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linking your child to the account 
Once you have logged in, enter your access key in the box and click Add Key. Your child will now be linked in 

your portal. 

 

 

 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/register


Logging into Sentral Student and Parent Portal 

One time process for families who have not yet registered for the Portal 

 
Register at this website 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/register 

Username: valid email address 

Password: create your own password 

and minimum of 8 characters long 

         Repeat Password 

Enter Title, First Name and Surname 

(eg, Mr John Smith) 

Create your account 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Login 

Once your account is created, you will be redirected to the login screen.  

Enter your email address as your Username and the password you just created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linking your child to the account 

Previously you will have been issued with an access key. Once you have logged in, enter your access key in the 

box and click Add Key. Your child will now be linked in your portal. 

 

If you require another access key please contact the school. 

 

https://sentral.tmps.vic.edu.au/portal/register


Booking a Parent, Teacher, Student Interview with 

Sentral 
Your child is welcome, but not required to 

attend the parent teacher interviews. Specialist interviews are 

not a requirement. Please only book through the school office 

if you have something specific to pass on to your child’s 

specialist teacher. 

                    
 Step 1 

Log onto your Student & Parent Portal account using your 

email and password. If you have not created your account, you 

will need to do this first. Please contact the school office for 

details on this process or if you are experiencing any 

difficulties. The registration window to book interviews will open on Thursday 10th February at 8am and will 

close on Thursday 24th February at 4pm. 

 

 

Step 2 

Once logged in, click the 

interviews button. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3 

Please select a time with your child’s 

classroom teacher. If you are booking an interview 

with more than 1 teacher, please ensure you leave a 

gap between interview times. Note that interviews 

run over two nights and you can change the night 

with the drop down arrow. All interviews are held 

online using Cisco Webex. Bookings for specialist 

teachers can be made through the school office. 

 

 

 



BOOK CLUB Issue 1, 2022 - Closes Tomorrow – Friday 11th February 

Brochures for Issue 1 were distributed last week 

Due to the Covid situation, the school cannot accept cash payments. Orders can be placed using a credit card through 

the parent portal LOOP  

      scholastic.com.au/LOOP  
 

If you have not used LOOP before, it is a simple process to join, select your items and pay for your order using a credit 

card. Click on the REGISTER button and fill out your details.  
                                

  

 

 

When you order and pay using LOOP, there is no need to fill in the brochure or return anything to school.  

Your order will be automatically linked to Thomas Mitchell P.S. Items ordered will be sent directly to the school (no 

postage fee) and distributed to students.  
 

Orders close tomorrow, Friday 11th February . 

 

Josie Morando 

Librarian  

Canteen News 
As from tomorrow, Friday 11th February, the cut off time for placing lunch orders via the QKR app will be 9.00am. 

 

 

Uniform Shop 
Due to the current COVID restrictions, our Uniform Shop will be open for phone orders only until further notice. If you 

would like to place an order, please phone the school office on 9706 2254. Your order will be processed during the next 

uniform shop open time, either Tuesday afternoon or Friday morning, and delivered to your child’s class. We apologise 

for any inconvenience this causes. 

 

Reminder – Hats to be worn outside in Term 1 and 4 
A reminder to parents that all students must wear a hat outside during Term 1 and 4. The hat must be a Thomas 

Mitchell logo hat.  

 

 



Thomas Mitchell PS Sport News 
 

Swimming Trials  

On Tuesday we held our first swimming trial for our year 3-6 students. This afternoon we will hold one more trial for 

students.  

 

The trials are used to help form our 2022 swim team. All students that participate can choose to try out for any of, or all 

the following events: 50m freestyle, 50m backstroke, 50m breaststroke or 50m butterfly. All students are timed and 

then the team is created based on times achieved. 

 

Once the trials are finished, all students that have been selected will be notified. They will then compete in the District 

Swimming Carnival on Friday 4th March at Noble Park Swimming Pool.  

 

 
 

House Points 

Beginning next week we will start collecting House points. Teachers will give points to students as a reward for good 

behaviour, showing teamwork and/or for sporting related achievements. Each Friday the Year 6 House Captains will 

collate the scores from each classroom. These scores will be normalised so that the winning house will receive 200 

points, second 150, third 100 and fourth 50 points for the week. Events such as the Cross Country Carnival, Athletics 

Carnival and other special sporting events will also carry points for participating students. Each week the progressive 

points for each house will be published in this space. Good luck to all students! 

 

School Sport Victoria State Team Trials 

School Sport Victoria trials are now open online. These trials are for students who turn 12 years old by the end of the 

year. The trials are designed for students who play at an extremely high level in AFL, soccer, netball, cricket and 

basketball. Parents are responsible for registering their child online. 

 

All state team information is available and nominations can be registered online via the SSV website 

(www.ssv.vic.edu.au) using the Team Vic State Teams tab and selecting the relevant sport. 

 

Please note there are limited positions in each of the sports so get in early if you believe your child displays exceptional 

skills and a deep passion for a specific sport! Entries close Tuesday March 1st! 

 

 

Have a great week in sport! 

 

Tim Gouge 

Physical Education & Sports Coordinator 



Community News 
 

Endeavour Hills Football Club 
Come and try AFL Football on Friday 18th February at Charles Green Reserve between 5.45pm to 7.30pm for children 

aged between 4 to 12. 

 

To register please visit https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/c16bfb 

 

 

 

 

https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/c16bfb

